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A collection of essays written by Professor Simbulan on military 

presence and the challenges to Philippine foreign policy under the 

post-US bases era.   

 

The book is timely as it also touches on current issues on Philippine 

foreign and security relations such as the Visiting Forces Agreement, 

the Subic rape case, and the overall restoration and escalating US 

military intervention in the Philippines. The book is an important 

reference material for those who want to have a greater 

understanding on the direction of Philippine foreign policy from a 

developmental and internationalist point of view. 
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Reviews 

 

 "This is how our young students can learn the crucial lessons of our past, how teachers, advocates and 

activists can appreciate the contemporaniety of events that continue to shape our country today, and how 

legislators can craft the laws and policies that can propel our nation to its rightful place in world politics, 

asserting a national identity and pursuing genuine pro-Filipino interests.  Prof. Simbulan's mission to 

imbue or to strengthen a sense of nationalism in the reader, while fully understanding the complex tapestry 

of our country's past and present, is the unifying thread of this compelling collection of lectures and 

speeches.  But the most important value we can get from this book is a sense of history -- of knowing what 

we, as a people, have done in the past, what we can do today, and what we can be in the future."  

                                         

         -Rep. Luzviminda C. Ilagan, Gabriela Women Party, 

                                     House of Representatives, Congress of the Philippines 

 

" Prof. Roland G. Simbulan's collection of essays and lectures is a veritable "one-stop-shop" on the values 

of nationalism, the evils of neocolonialism, the ill-effects of globalization and the hazards of the continuing 

American military presence in the country, among other interventionist schemes.  It quite rightly articulates 

the Philippines' aspiration for sustainable human development. Students of politics and history as well as 

policy-makers will truly gain from this book that challenges the country to assert national sovereignty and 

self-determination.” 

                                     -Rep. Edsel Lagman, Vice Chairman, Committee on Appropriations  

                                    House of Representatives, Congress of the Philippines 

 

 

 

 " At a critical time when the Philippines is debating its place in the world, in history and its relationship to 

the United States of America and the Visiting Forces Agreement is under review, this enlightening and 

excellent book is just in time.  Professor Roland Simbulan has a unique personal experience, insight and 

knowledge of what he writes in Forging a Nationalist Foreign Policy.  It will be a lasting resource book for 

generations to come. I recommend it to all." 

 

                                       - Fr. Shay Cullen, Mssc, President, PREDA Foundation 

                                         People's Recovery, Empowerment & Development Assistance, 

                                         Olongapo City 

 

 

 

 

 

 



" As in his past works, Roland G. Simbulan reminds us of the unfinished struggle ahead -- the need for a 

more vigorous mass-based nationalist awakening that will once and for allput an end to foreign hegemony 

and elite rule. Only a nation that is free can forge a truly independent foreign policy at peace with the 

whole world." 

                                        - Bobby M. Tuazon, Director for Policy Studies, 

                                          Center for People Empowerment in Governance (CenPeg) 

 

"Roland Simbulan's critical essays and speeches in this book contains a wealth of data on the US military 

forces in the Philippines and its negative impacts on our national identity , integrity   and  foreign policy.  

Simbulan's sharp analyses show that the unequal and lopsided Philippine-US relations continue to erode , 

undermine and frustrate the Philippines' attempts to be truly self-reliant and independent. This a must 

reading for all Filipinos who truly love and care for their country. Teachers  of history, political science, 

development and international relations should make this a required reading. " 

  

   -Aurora Javate de Dios, Professor of International Studies &  

   former Dean, Miriam College; currently Executive Director, 

   Women and Gender Institute, Miriam College 

 
 


